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Abstract 
The purpose of this study is to identify the multiple intelligence of students at Universiti Teknologi 
MARA (UiTM), Perak and Melaka Campuses. Two faculties are involved in this study which are 
Business Management (FPP) and Computer & Mathematical Sciences (FSKM). 81 FPP students 
and 43 FSKM students were respondents of this study which employed the multiple intelligences 
test identified by Howard Gardner. The survey consisted of nine intelligence areas which are 
linguistic, musical, logical-mathematical, spatial, bodily-kinesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, 
naturalistic and existential. The surveys were conducted online throughout the semester. 
Descriptive analysis via frequency was performed using horizontal bar-chart to describe the data 
collected. Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) was used in the data analysis process 
to test the differences on multiple intelligences between the two faculties. Overall, FPP scores 
were higher than FSKM in all multiple intelligences. This research is supported by previous 
research done by Salehi and Germai (2012). Traditionally, Social Science students would typically 
be perceived to have more Linguistics Intelligence while Science Technology students would be 
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perceived to have more Mathematical Intelligence. The findings can be used by educators to 
translate it into approaches in learning strategies and to incorporate it into the curriculum. 
Keywords: multiple intelligence, Howard Gardner model, student's preferences, student's 
personal potential, learning strategies. 
1. Introduction
Howard Gardner proposed the Multiple Intelligence (Ml) theory in 1983 with his published book, 
Frames of Mind. To date, his theory became a reference for the education, teaching and training 
communities to understand and teach many aspects of human intelligence, learning style, 
personality and behavior both in education and industry. 
Based on this theory, Gardner indicates that human intelligence capacities consist of nine 
intelligence areas which are linguistic, musical, logical-mathematical, spatial, bodily- kinesthetic, 
interpersonal, intrapersonal, naturalistic and existential (Gardner, 1983). He suggests that 
different intelligence areas may be independent of each other; a person can be low in one domain 
area but high in another. All of us possess the intelligence areas but in varying degrees of strength 
and skills. Thus, he defines intelligence as "an ability or set of abilities that allow a person to solve 
a problem or fashion a product that is valued in one or more cultures". 
In education, this means that individuals who have different intelligence types may also have 
different learning styles. Therefore, individuals can learn when the instructional activities are 
catered according to their intelligent types (Armstrong, 2008 as cited in Sadeghi 2013) as cited in 
Armstrong, 2008). According to the multiple intelligences theory, not only do all individuals 
possess numerous mental representations and intellectual languages, but individuals also differ 
from one another in the forms of these representations, their relative strengths, and the ways in 
which these representaions can be changed. 
This research examines the type of multiple intelligence among students at Universiti Teknologi 
MARA (UiTM), Perak and Melaka Campuses. Two faculties were involved which are Business 
Management (FPP) and Computer & Mathematical Sciences (FSKM). 
2. Research Methodology
2.1 Data Collection 
Data were collected by using a structured questionnaire. The instrument was chosen as it is one 
of the fastest ways to collect information. The questionnaire consists of a formalized set of 
questions. The respondents of the study were 81 students from FPP and 43 students from FSKM. 
The surveys were conducted online throughout the semester. Descriptive analysis via frequency 
count was performed using horizontal bar- chart to describe the data collected. Then cross-tab 
analyses using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) were run to test the differences 
on multiple intelligences between the two faculties. 
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According to Sekaran (2009), sampling is a process of choosing an adequate number of elements 
from the population. Hence, sampling design and sample size are the two most important 
elements to establish the representativeness of the sample generalizability. The study used 
probability sampling which is a simple random sampling when distributing questionnaires to the 
respondents since this method can highly represent the population (Black, 1999). 
3. Data Analysis and Findings
3.1 Descriptive Analysis 
0,75, 
Unculstic 
LOi;iQI/Mathc:matical 
Mu:skel Rhyt:hmlc 
eoditv/Klnesthetlc 
Spatial 
Naturilist 
lntrapersonal 
lnterpef$Cln,I L El<ltttnritl 
Class Group Strengths: FPP 
No. of Sample: 81 
Preferences/Personal Potential According 
to Gardner's Multiple Intelligences Model 
■GMI lnde1t 
0.80 0,BS 
.... 
.... 
.... 
.... 
0,87 
... , 
0,89 
... , 
.... 
0,95 1.00 
Fig.1 Preferences/personal potential of FPP 
I 
Lincuistic 
logkaVMathematical 
Musi«II RhVthmic 
8odily/Kinesthe1ic 
SpatMII 
N1twaUst 
lnt1o1persono1I 
lnt«personal 
Exltttntfal 
Class Group Strengths: FSKM 
No. of Sample: 43 
Preferences/Personal Potential According 
to Gardner's Multiple Intelligences Model 
■GMllndlfJC 
0.1-11 
0.80 
0.7' 
, . .,
OJ!O 
0.79 
0.85 
0.17 
0.82 
Fig.2 Preferences/personal potential of FSKM 
Those who possess linguistic intelligence have a very good command of vocabulary, the function 
of language and grammar. Activities that involve hearing, listening, impromptu or formal speaking, 
tongue twisters, humor, oral or silent reading, documentation, creative writing, spelling, journal 
and poetry will highly benefit these types of students. Based on the linguistic intelligence findings, 
it is shown that overall, FSKM students' Ml score (0.74) is lower than FPP (0.86). This may be the 
nature of the course and the subjects that are offered. For FSKM students, the courses are heavy 
on calculations and are theory based which do not allow these students to interact and use their 
linguistic capabilities to the fullest as compared to FPP students. 
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